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AN  AERIAL  PHOTO  SCALE -PROTRACTOR 
-  1:  8,500  to  1:  3  ,  500  Scales  - 
Vernon  J.  LaBau„  Research  Forester 

Aerial  photography,  flown  at  a  contract  scale  of  1:  5,000,  was  used 
to  great  advantage  in  the  forest  inventory  of  interior  Alaska.  1/3/  4/ 
A  photo  scale -protractor  was  needed  to  effectively  locate  ground  plots  from 
these  photos.   Aerial  photo  scale-protractors  previously  developed  by 
Moessner  2/  were  designed  for  smaller  scale  photography,  up  to  1:  7,000 
scale . 

Using  Moessner' s  photo  scale-protractor  as  a  model,  a  similar  tool 
was  designed  for  use  with  aerial  photos  having  scales  from  1:  8,500  to 
1:  3,500.    This  scale-protractor  is  useful  to  determine  (a)  approximate 
photo  scale,  (b)  ground  distances  in  chains  and  ground  azimuths,  and 
(c)  1-acre  areas . 
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Figure  l.--The  aerial  photo 
scale  -  protractor . 

A  preliminary  model,  field 
tested  during  1961  and  19  62, 
worked  effectively.    Slight  modi- 
fications suggested  by  the  field 
crews  were  made  in  the  final 
model  illustrated  here. 

This  photo  scale-protractor 
printed  on  heavy  transparent  film, 
and  instructions  for  its  use,  may 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the 
Northern  Forest  Experiment 
Station,  210  Admiral  Way,  Juneau, 
Alaska  99801 . 
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